THE  REPLIES  OF   DEMOCRACY
because greed is their only motive and they invariably lead to
cruelty and exploitation, without really bringing appreciable
gain.1 They are in fact a cause of peril and of ruin ; civil struggles
are the least evil because they do at least represent some genuine
issue,2
But the worst enemy is the Church, the real pillar of the
whole evil system ; " the most formidable engine of oppression
which has ever borne down people, the age-long destroyer of
all thought, all science and all joy." 3 She rules through the
priest in his confessional and through her agents, which she
trains and places in every important department of the State.
Fear is her chief ally, freedom her enemy; no quarter must
be shown, no pleading of " common law " or rights. Like
Voltaire, we must ecraser finfame.
Integral nationalism, it need hardly be said, comes in for
its share of denunciation. It provokes to war by exasperating
hatreds ; it bolsters up the army and the governing classes. It
is not real patriotism, but only the exploitation of patriotism
by financiers " whose capital knows no fatherland." All over
the world are financial powers which, in spite of their nominal
allegiance to old traditions, are by their very function de-
structive of any true patriotic national spirit. Real patriotism,
however, exists; it is only in narrow, violent minds that it
gives rise to hatred, among people too limited in their outlook
to conceive of human solidarity and unable to understand
that on this earth the fate of any group of men is ultimately
bound up with that of all men." But to the question, Whence
cometh salvation? no clear answer is given. Not from in-
stitutions, certainly, nor from any particular form of govern-
ment, for they cannot guarantee individual liberty. French
history shows that there is little difference between absolute
1  Crainquebttle, pp. 48, 167, 177.
2  It is true he was an enthusiast for the Great War, But he weakened in
this conviction before the end, and when some years after he was asked why
he had not taken the pacifist attitude of Remain Rolland he replied: " C'est
que Rolland a eu plus de courage que moi " (Georges Duhamel in Europe,
15th November 1924).
* Fers le$ Temps meUleurs, ii., p. 77. See also VfigHse et la Rtpubliqu'e,
passim.
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